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Physical sciences 

8,529

Scopus Coverage Summary (Oct 2021) 

Journals Conferences Books

24,917** active peer-reviewed 

journals

244 trade journals

5,656 Gold OA Journals 

(DOAJ/ROAD) 

16.4M fully-indexed funding 

acknowledgements 

1.03M preprints  

• Full metadata, abstracts and cited 

references (refs post-1970 only)

• Citations back to 1970

101K conference 

events

10.75M conference 

papers

Mainly Engineering and 

Computer Sciences

Number of journals by 

subject area**

Global representation means global discovery across all subjects and content types

84.5M records from 26.0K serials, 101K+ conferences and 247K books

from more than 7,000 publishers in 105 countries

• Updated daily—approximately 11,000 articles per day indexed

• 17.9M open access documents

• “Articles in Press” from >8,075 titles

• 1.03M preprints from multiple preprint servers

• 5,656 active Gold Open Access journals indexed

*Journals may be classified in multiple subject areas: this count includes current actively indexed titles only

**Total number of Scopus journals in database including inactive titles is 40,804

Patents

47.1M patents

5 major patent offices:

• WIPO

• EPO

• USPTO

• JPO

• UK IPO

63.3K individual book 

series volumes

247K stand-alone 

books

2.06M total book 

items

Focus on Social 

Sciences and A&H

Health sciences 

7,136

Social sciences 

10,574

Life sciences 

4,915



Affiliation Profile
(>80k)

84 million+ 
publications in 
Scopus

• Algorithm: >95% precision, 
>90% recall

• Manual reassignment on 
feedback for enhanced 
precision

• Algorithm: >95% precision, >90% recall
• Manual reassignment on feedback from 

official authority of affiliation for enhanced 
precision

Author Profile
(17 M)

Scopus metadata structure 
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1. Stand-alone application to fetch API 

data with no coding required

• Automatically selects API(s) to 

use based on requested data

• Parallel Processing to increase 

overall throughput and efficiency

• Local caching to reduce redundant 

server requests and increase 

speed

• Integrates Scopus, SciVal, Plum, 

and other APIs together in one 

dataset

Scopus API Query Tool (Data Fetcher)
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1. Stand-alone application to fetch API 

data with no coding required

2. Multiple query types

• Scopus Advanced Query

• Lists of Publication IDs (DOI, etc.)

• Lists of Authors

• Combinations of the Above

• Example to the Right

• Read a list of Author IDs

• Fetch all pubs by those authors

• Limit to PubYear > 2016

Scopus API Query Tool (Data Fetcher)
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1. Stand-alone application to fetch API 

data with no coding required

2. Multiple query types

3. Hundreds of Output Fields

• Custom CSV Files
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1. Stand-alone application to fetch API 

data with no coding required

2. Multiple query types

3. Hundreds of Output Fields

• Custom CSV Files

• Menu-driven

• Know what’s available

• No memorization required

Scopus API Query Tool (Data Fetcher)
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1. Stand-alone application to fetch API 

data with no coding required

2. Multiple query types

3. Hundreds of Output Fields

4. Separate Author File

• Dozens of fields available

• One row per author

• Easily imported & analyzed

Scopus API Query Tool (Data Fetcher)
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1. Stand-alone application to fetch API 

data with no coding required

2. Multiple query types

3. Hundreds of Output Fields

4. Separate Author File

5. Separate Affiliation Files

• Publication Affiliations

• Author Affiliations

• Dozens of fields

• Full Author history available

Scopus API Query Tool (Data Fetcher)
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1. Stand-alone application to fetch API 

data with no coding required

2. Multiple query types

3. Hundreds of Output Fields

4. Separate Author File

5. Separate Affiliation Files

6. Separate Citation File

• One row per citation

• Full text plus extracted fields

Scopus API Query Tool (Data Fetcher)
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1. Stand-alone application to fetch API 

data with no coding required

2. Multiple query types

3. Hundreds of Output Fields

4. Separate Author File

5. Separate Affiliation Files

6. Separate Citation File

7. Other Options

• Co-Authorship Network Data

• RIS-formatted output

• Row Filtering Rules

• Topic Modeling

• JSON output for import/analysis

• VOSviewer-compatible output

Scopus API Query Tool (Data Fetcher)
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Complex reporting for accreditation requirements

❑ The Need

❑ A custom report for accreditation body with 

each publication assigned to only a single 

author, based on authorship position

❑ The Problem

❑ Scopus.com export is in a different format

❑ A custom logic model is needed for the 

‘priority’ flag

❑ Too large (> 7k publications) to do manually

❑ The Solution

❑ Using the data fetcher to expand author data 

and their authorship on each paper

Publication_ID
Publication_Year
Author_Scopus_ID
Author_Name
Publication_Coauthor_Count
‘Priority’
Author_Position
DocType
DOI
Publication_title
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Complex reporting for accreditation requirements

1. Scopus search query to return all 

publications by the 600 authors of interest

2. Data Fetcher ‘Expand Authors’ export to 

include each publication-author combination 

on a separate row

3. Remove all AU-IDs not part of original list

4. Logic model to classify authors per 

requirements

If sequence = 1, 

then Priority = “FIRST”

If sequence ≠ 1, but sequence = co-author count,

then Priority = “LAST”

If sequence ≠ 1 and sequence ≠ co-author count,

then Priority = “CLOSEST” for lowest 

sequence

If Priority ≠ “FIRST”, ≠ “LAST”, and ≠ “CLOSEST”,

then Priority = “NA”
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Complex reporting for accreditation requirements

1. Scopus search query to return all 

publications by the 600 authors of interest

2. Data Fetcher ‘Expand Authors’ export to 

include each publication-author combination 

on a separate row

3. Remove all AU-IDs not part of original list

4. Logic model to classify authors per 

requirements

5. Send final worksheet



Focusing author profile clean-up

❑ The Need

❑ To focus author profile clean-up efforts only 

on profiles created since the last clean-up

❑ The Problem

❑ You cannot sort or filter author profiles in 

Scopus.com by date of creation

❑ The Solution

❑ Scopus Data Fetcher to pull date of first 

publication date for all profile
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Focusing author profile clean-up

1. Scopus search query to return publications 

by any of the institution’s affiliations 

published since the last data clean-up

2. Expand authors metadata export, including 

their AU-ID, AF-ID, and PubRange.StartYear

3. Remove authors not associated with a 

relevant affiliation

4. Trim by Publication Start Year

5. Sort by author last name

11,700 authors reduced to 250



Researchers with specific previous affiliation

❑ The Need

❑ A list of researchers who previously worked 

in a specific country

❑ The Problem

❑ You can access affiliation history in .com 

interface, but you cannot export it for a group of 

researchers

❑ The list of authors is too large to do manually 

(> 23k)

❑ The Solution

❑ Scopus APIs to pull full affiliation history from 

all authors from Calgary, limiting by country of 

affilation



Researchers with specific previous affiliation

1. Pull all publications for any author affiliated 

with the University of Calgary
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Researchers with specific previous affiliation

1. Pull all publications for any author affiliated 

with the University of Calgary

2. Expand affiliations output to produce a 

separate row for every publication-author-

affiliation combination used

3. Remove all authors who were not part of the 

original author list

4. Subset list of Calgary AU-IDs to include only 

those with India affiliations as well

5. Merge with author data



Custom H’index: specifying year of citations

❑ The Need

❑ A custom H’Index including only citations 

from a specific year range

❑ The Problem

❑ Scopus.com does not enable date ranges on 

H’Index

❑ The list of authors was large and would have 

taken weeks to calculate manually

❑ The Solution

❑ Scopus APIs to export a full list of citing 

papers for all authors and limiting citing papers 

by year, then calculating H’index for the subset



Custom H’index: specifying year of citations

1. Return publications for all relevant authors



Custom H’index: specifying year of citations

1. Return publications for all relevant authors

2. Return list of all publications citing papers by 

those authors



Custom H’index: specifying year of citations

1. Return publications for all relevant authors

2. Return list of all publications citing papers by 

those authors

3. Recreate the cited-citing linkage for all 

publications (duplicated list)



Custom H’index: specifying year of citations

1. Return publications for all relevant authors

2. Return list of all publications citing papers by 

those authors

3. Recreate the cited-citing linkage for all 

publications (duplicated list)

4. Subset to relevant authors (initial list) and 

citations (published after 2015 only)

Cited-citing linkage relevant if:

author ID matches initial list

citing papers publication year > 2015
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Custom H’index: specifying year of citations

1. Return publications for all relevant authors

2. Return list of all publications citing papers by 

those authors

3. Recreate the cited-citing linkage for all 

publications (duplicated list)

4. Subset to relevant authors (initial list) and 

citations (published after 2015 only)

5. Tally citations since 2016 for all the authors’ 

publications

6. Add citation data to expanded authors output

7. Calculate H’index!

8. Export list of authors with new H’Index



Demes et al. 2019

Collaboration mapping

❑ The Need

❑ Understand collaboration among researchers 

across departments in interdisciplinary areas

❑ The Problem

❑ Scopus.com does not export author 

collaboration matrix formats

❑ The Solution

❑ Use Scopus APIs to export co-publication 

information for a large group of researchers 
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2. Export collaboration data in adjacency list 

format
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Collaboration mapping

1. Query publications for a list of Scopus 

Author-IDs

2. Export collaboration data in adjacency list 

format

3. Limit dataset to relevant authors

4. Graph in preferred visualisation program



03.01.2022

1. The Data Fetcher is an informal tool 

made available to clients on a case-

by-case basis

2. For more information, contact Kyle or 

Eric for:

• More In-Depth Demonstrations

• Discussion Use Cases

• Training on the Tool

3. Emails:

Kyle: k.demes@elsevier.com

Eric: e.livingston@elsevier.com

For More Information…

mailto:k.demes@elsevier.com
mailto:e.livingston@elsevier.com

